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Abstract:

The frequency of Vibrio vulnificus infection is very rare and there are many questions regarding its
epidemiology in Japan. To investigate the clinical course and epidemiology of V. vulnificus infection in
Japan, we performed a retrospective questionnaire survey in which 1693 hospitals from all over Japan were
surveyed, including advanced life saving emergency centers and dermatology institutions. Of the 1693
hospitals, we received answers from 1045. Ninety-four cases were confirmed as V. vulnificus infections
during 1999 and 2003. Sixty-eight (72.3%) of the 94 patients had the septic type infection with a mortality
rate of 75.0% (51/68 patients died). The prognosis of patients with the septic type was worse than that of
the wound type (P < 0.001). V. vulnificus infections occurred from June to November and none occurred in
winter. Many infections occurred in western Japan with the majority of infections (50/94) occurring in
Kyushu. In particular, 43 infections occurred in marine coastal areas of the Ariake and Yatsushiro Seas,
which have many tidelands. Seventy-seven of 89 patients (86.5%) had liver function impairment as an
underlying disease, and 53 (59.6%) had liver cirrhosis, of whom nine (10.1%) suffered from liver cancer.
The incidence of V. vulnificus infection was different according to districts. Geographic and climatic factors
also contributed to the occurrence of V. vulnificus infection.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1346-8138.2008.00432.x   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Quality

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States
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Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Country

Other Asian Country: Japan

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Vibrioses

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: Impaired liver function

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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